
Each month, we recognize one of the region’s 
top manufacturers with the aid of NEPIRC, the 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Industrial Resource 
Center. Since 1988, NEPIRC has been working 
with manufacturers to improve their productivity, 
profitability, competitiveness and long-term viability 
through consultative services.

SCHOTT North America thrives in NEPA location for 48 years
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SCHOTT glass has been continually melting glass at their Duryea, PA facility since 1969.

The SCHOTT North America 
Advanced Optics plant has been 
operating in Duryea since 1969. 
Primarily a glass melting and 
finishing operation, SCHOTT makes 
very high technology glasses used 
in laser and infrared applications, 
as well as many specialty glasses 
that are utilized in semiconductor 
manufacturing.   
With 16 divisions and subsidiaries in 

the United States, Canada, and Mexico, SCHOTT Corporation employs 
approximately 2,000 people for the manufacture and distribution of special 
glass and glass-related systems. They currently have 145 employees at the 
Duryea facility and expect that number to grow in the coming year. 
The Duryea site was chosen nearly 50 years ago due to the available 

workforce, excellent distribution network and proximity to the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton International Airport. The company continues to thrive in 
the Luzerne County location. 
According to Mike Platt, plant manager, “Continued investment in the 

facility has made for our longevity.  All of our North American research is 
connected at this plant.  
Any new development, 
any new product that is 
going to come out and 
any new market that we 
want to pursue comes 
out of the Duryea 
facility.”  
The company is 

continually working on 
the next generation of 
products. Partially due 

to their work with the U.S. military, growth 
in the laser and infrared markets are 
expected to continue, along with expanded 
glass finishing capabilities which include 
polishing and machining the glass they 
make.
SCHOTT glass is used in a multitude of 

products.  A typical cell phone contains 
10-15 components made from SCHOTT 
glass.  SCHOTT glass is used to make 
laser devices that remove tattoos and 
wrinkles and NASA is using SCHOTT 
glass in their rocket re-entry tiles.
SCHOTT is also part of the new mega 

project of the European Southern 
Observatory (ESO): the Extremely Large 
Telescope, ELT for short, will have a 
main mirror 39 meters in diameter and 
is currently being built in Chile. These 
dimensions will make it the largest 
ground-based optical telescope in the 
world.
“Since we work with such a technical 

product, our margin for error is extremely 
small. Working with NEPIRC on our Six 
Sigma certification has been integral to 
our success,” said Platt.

Samples of glass manufactured at SCHOTT.

A SCHOTT employee works with melted glass.


